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development, such as infancy, adolescence, or old a should be planned before or during sensitive period the sensitive periods of the risk factors are not well must occur before onset.
The first incidence of a disorder is the first onset of t!
lifetime of the individual. It is usually simply called me
to age of onset in a population. The numerator for tl
composed of those individuals who have had an onse
in their lives, and the denominator includes only pers
period of study with no history of the disorder. The in
best quantitative expression of the force of morbidity
at a given age. Onset of first episode is a key conce
because it is assumed that the causal structure pro
changes after that point; that is, the risk factors that ir
a disorder may not be the same as the risk factor
exacerbate the disorder once it has occurred. Incider
from attack rate (also sometimes referred to as incide:
those studying acute diseases such as respiratory inf
the rate at which episodes of disorder develop in
currently in an episode. The denominator for the atta<
from that for first incidence in that it may include pers<
an episode of disorder earlier in their lives, but whc
meet the criteria for disorder; that is, it includes remi
For mental disorders and for many physical disor
morbidity may be expressed by the rate at which ii
variety of thresholds, including onset, in the process <
a disorder. These thresholds may be below the c
criteria or above them. The causal structure is not w<
either initiation, prolongation, or exacerbation. Thei
value of incidence versus attack rate is an empirical qui
yet been resolved.
The vrodrome is the Deriod orior to onset of a disce of nurture: Genetic influence on "envir(
